THE  REBUILDING  OF  LONDON
gestions were wise cannot be doubted, and, in making them,
Charles had shown a genuine appreciation of the City's
difficulties. He had not put forward Utopian proposals for
vast thoroughfares through the centre (6f London, but had
concentrated on reasonable possibilities., Money spent as he
indicated would accomplish far more than a corresponding
expenditure on widenings within.the walls, In the undeveloped
or unfavoured areas in the western liberties land could still be
obtained cheaply. Some of the cost would be recoverable by
contributions from the owners of sites whose value had been
enhanced by the changes,1 and even the undoubtedly expensive
widening of the exit through Ludgate would be helped by the
fact that much of Fleet Street was already fifty feet wide. The
cost of the markets was more problematical, but here again
garden ground behind the main streets would be relatively
cheap, and the same help might be expected from improved
values. The very excellence of the suggestions made rejection
seem unreasonable and heightened the City's dilemma. How-
ever, an immediate answer was not required, and the City
might well find consolation in the extent by which the rebuild-
ing had been advanced. At long last the main framework of the
replanning had been approved and something could be done to
settle the details* Before turning to the consideration of its
answer to Charles or even to those details, the Common
Council was able to choose the Surveyors called for under
the Rebuilding Act and to order them to begin staking out the
streets now agreed upon.3 Before the end of the month the
1 S. 24 of the Rebuilding Act provided that those beneiiting from improvements
made under the Act should pay for the advantage they had received. In case of dispute,
the amount was to be assessed by a jury.
8 The surveyors chosen were Mills, Hooke, Jerman, and John Oliver: (Jor.t 46, f.
148). The two last did not accept the office, no reasons being entered. Mills and
Hooke were sworn in on March Hth (Repert., 72, f. So)9 and their authority for the
staking was sealed by the City on the 2oth: (Repert*, 72, f. 81). The actual staking
seems to have begun on the 24th: (puildkall Lib. MS. 322). Oliver, who declared in
1687 that he had then practised surveying for 40 years, was a person of some note. He
had been specially added to the committee dealing with the enlargement of the streets
(February 27th, 1667, JV., 4^ f. 147), and had then been urged to become a surveyor.
The latter he declined, offering however to assist without pay during the absence of
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